Aaron Sewards /08.03.2005 /Cafe Elegance, Stokes Croft

Aasa Lindstroem /30.03.2005 /Woodes Cafe, Park Street

Adam Faraday /24.03.2005 /His home; 21 Belmont Road, St Andrews

Angel Perez /30.03.2005 /His home; 5 Brunswick Street, St Pauls

Ben Gaster /06.04.2005 /His home; 28 Kingsley Road, Greenbank

Carmel Doohan /06.04.2005 /Her home; 1 East Shrubbery, Redland

“It was really crowded.  I didn't know it was voluntary.  The sound worked.  The video kept cutting out.

It stayed open really late.” (AS)

“It would be good if there was more direction; 'what to do if...', 'how to set up the till'...  I dont know when to put bottles out.” (AS)

“Its wooden.  A cinema.  Looks like a cinema.  Its quite inclusive; if you make the first move.  The toilets are pretty stinky.” (AS)

“When I started working there, nobody told me, 'look, once you start working here, you have this; this is what you get in exchange', or for instance the price of beers, I didnt know you have a special price for volunteers.  And also there is a website, the sparror server, I'd like to know what is sparror; what is Microplex?  I'd like someone to explain it to me.  I read that once you are a volunteer you can build your own space in the server...  There's a kind of mystery.” (AP)

“Well, its a venue, and they show non-commercial films and lots of underground music acts; have exhibitions. I guess I would mention other kinds of things like the international tree climbing day and the camera obscura road trip.  Its like a venue but they also do outdoor projects.” (AL)

“I went to see the mountain goats and I didn't have any money, so I was in the bar when the gig was on and someone said did I want to go and see the gig; I said I didnt have any money and they stamped me and said come back and volunteer sometime...which I thought was really nice” (CD)

“I think I'd have to sacrifice something to it to feel ownership from it.  I dont know if that's a good way of looking at it, but dont you have to be giving a lot, or maybe more than I want to be giving.  That's probably a stupid way to be able to own something.  I feel now like I can go in there and make myself a cup of coffee and hang out and I feel like thats my right; I can go on the internet and drink cheap beer...  I feel like I own a chair in the office to sit on if I'm there.” (CD)

“It would completely change if people got paid.  You'd drink alchohol for free and try and get away with doing as little as possible.  It would be a job.  Thats what makes it special; the fact you're going there out of choice; you think I'm here because I want to be here.  You cant complain about anything because if you're complaining then go away. You can't say I'm here because I need the money to pay the rent.  You've got no reason to be there except the fact that you're there.” (CD)

“I started going to the volunteers meetings.  They were there right from the beginning; they were packed.  They were very good; run by Julian Holman, one of the people who set it up, who was very good at that sort of stuff, you know; very diplomatic, was good at organising.  Yeh, I think the volunteers meetings were a vehicle for getting on.  They had the agms I remember, and they were great; there were like a hundred people there and it was very positive. There was this idea of the collective and you could be a part of that and have a role in defining what that is, defining what the cube is.” (BG)

My development; coming into front of house, and even to dj'ing was basically down to chiz. He said I think you should do front of house; he asked me to do it.  He trained me up, partly coz he thought i'd be alright but also because they needed someone to do it regularly.  I wouldnt have thought of it.  And then Dj'ing; the first I knew about it was that my name was on a flyer saying that I was performing on friday night at the cube one week.” (BG)

“I had a bit of a strange time because I went along expecting people to tell me what to do; thinking I was going to go and help at a place; thinking people would say oh this needs doing, and we need that job doing.  People wouldn't neccessarily be very responsive or say what areas needed helping with. I took that as an indication that people didn't appreciate the help for a while and felt a bit hurt by that.  And then gradually as I stuck with it, I started to realise that I had to go along and involve myself, and that was more of what the place was about, rather than slotting into a predetermined area.  Its basically what you make of it when you go along there. (AF)

“A lot of creative things get started.  People have always got ideas; its so easy to get involved and be enthusiastic, and then realise you haven't got the time, and then get put off doing anything because you think its overwhelming and absorbs your life. That's one important thing to learn i think; is knowing how much to do, and however great everything sounds, to try and gauge how much time you're going to  need for your life elsewhere.  I think that's something people probably find quite difficult to balance, especially as there's no windows.” (AF)

“I was working on film stuff with will pugh, a friend who had a small cubpoard office space at the cube.  Thats when there was still a little office where the lounge is now.  I wanted to become more involved with things in a creative environment.” (AF)

Looking back in hindsight, strange that it was all run by men.  Of course when Julian left Lucy Pemberton joined, and Lucy Woodyart had already been there a year or so, so women did come on board.(BG)

